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EASTER GREETINGS 

 Happy, holy Easter season to you!  I read 

Pope Francis’ homily for Easter Vigil “Surprised by 

God” and this thought really struck me:  “Jesus is not 

dead, he has risen.  He does not simply return to life; 

rather, he is life itself, because he is the Son of God, 

the living God.” Jesus did not return to his previous 

life.  He IS Life, and you cannot kill Life.  The life 

Jesus brings us is something entirely new, his own 

divine life, a transcendent life, eternal life...in this 

world and in the next.  Let us pray for each other that 

we may find the joy and peace of this deep newness 

which is the Life of the Risen Jesus. 

 

POPE FRANCIS 

 I saw him come out on the loggia.  I saw him 

stand there, so still, arms at his side, just looking and 

not doing anything (which we could see) for what 

seemed like the longest moments.  The silence was 

arresting.  I wondered: What is he doing?  Is he shell-

shocked at what is happening to him?  What does he 

feel seeing thousands of people below in the piazza 

waiting for him, waiting for his first words?  It was a 

profound moment and maybe inside himself our new 

Holy Father was praying.  Very likely. 

 Then he began to speak, his face was friendly, 

his smile was warm, his eyes were kind, and his 

words were simple and moving.  He seemed totally at 

ease as Pope already.  I, and those with me after our 

Scripture studies class at Nazareth Retreat Center, felt 

so drawn to him.  There was (and is) a grace on him 

that is obviously from the Holy Spirit.  He is already 

our father and leader.  We have only just begun to 

know him and yet already we trust him.  With his 

simple directives for prayer, he is already a pope of 

gestures, of the fact that actions speak louder than 

words.  When he asks us to pray for him, he sincerely 

means it. 

 Pope Francis: the Pope of so many firsts, the 

first from “the Continent of Hope” (as Pope John 

Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI named Latin Amer-

ica).  Somehow that word is already on everyone’s 

heart and mind.  Pope Francis brings us hope.  In 

these short weeks, I have already personally experi-

enced how people are drawn to the Catholic Church 

because of him.  As only one example, I was in Cam-

bridge for Mass yesterday afternoon, April 14.  I ob-

served that there were several new people in church 

and wondered who they were.  A long-time local resi-

dent told me that they were people who have been 

away from the Church for years and felt drawn to 

come back because of Pope Francis!  There is already 

“BEHOLD, I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW” 
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abundant anecdotal evidence that Jesus is doing 

something new in and through his new Vicar on 

earth.  It is already a season of new life in the Church.   

This vigor will only grow.  You cannot kill Life. 

 Let me share with you a poem I read in 

L’Osservatore Romano, the weekly English edition of 

the Vatican paper, which I read regularly.  The poem 

so beautifully expresses what I am trying to convey. 

 

Like the little David 
by Roger Etchegaray* 

I hear that you are to be called 

“Francis”, 

Francis of Assisi and of Buenos 

Aires, the Bishop of Rome. 

 

Yet why this name, so universal, so 

fascinating, and you, the first Pope 

to take it? 

 

Why does the multitude, discovering you there  

on the Loggia of 

Blessings, recognize in you the 

Successor of Peter and love you already 

as a father? 

Beside me, I hear a cry: 

“He is so simple, I wish I could 

hug him!” 

 

I see you silent, your arms hanging. 

I think of Ecce homo, 

Man of the Passion, 

and I am ready to dry your tears, 

for some days you will not be able 

to hide them. 

Yet, it is I this night who wept 

for joy, 

when you called us all to prayer 

amid the diversity of our conditions 

and beliefs. 

 

Lead us often in your footsteps, 

to St. Francis and St. Clare, 

that we may accept as a blow of 

conversion 

that first Beatitude: “Blessed are the 

poor”. 

 

There is no need to worry much about  

the subtle things 

before having grasped the mind of 

Christ, in his tranquil fullness and his awe-inspiring 

nakedness. 

 

May you, our guide, 

and, even more, our travelling  

companion, 

make us ever more faithful 

to the Church and to Christ. 

In the face of the enormous 

challenges 

of this world, 

the Church, from East to West, 

may seem trifling, 

like the little David with only a 

sling and—in this nuclear age— 

mere polished stones from the Spirit’s 

spring. 

 

The Church alone, thus, like the 

Apostle Peter, to the lame man at 

the Beautiful Gate dares to say: “I 

have not silver and gold, but I give 

you what I have: 

in the name of Jesus of Nazareth, 

walk!” 

 

Pope Francis, help us to believe 

that on all our paths 

the Risen Christ 

is always before us. 

*Vice-Dean of the College of Cardinals 
L’Osservatore Romano  March 27, 2013 page 16 

 

NEW WORK 

 I have been working hard these weeks prepar-

ing for teachings/retreats during April and May.  For 

those who live in the greater Boise area, consider 

yourself invited to participate in one of these retreats: 

 
Continued on page 3 
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Our Lady of the Lake, McCall, Idaho, April 20, 

2013, 1-6 PM.  I am helping Father John Gathungu 

offer a retreat for the churches of Cascade, McCall 

and Riggins on the theme of Liturgical Spirituality.  

We will focus on lectio divina (praying with Scrip-

ture) and the Eucharist (Adoration and the Mass).  

Please call the parish office any week day morning 

for more information: (208) 634-5474.  This retreat is 

free and open to the public. 

 

“Am I not your Mother?”  I am offering a retreat 

based on the apparitions of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

to be given with Father Brad Neely, pastor of All 

Saints parish, Lewiston, ID.  The silent weekend re-

treat will be held at Nazareth Retreat Center in 

Boise on May 10-12, 2013.  Please visit the Nazareth 

website for more detailed information: 

www.nazarethretreatcenter.org  

or call the office at (208) 375-2932.   

This retreat requires a reservation. 

SPRING ON THE MESA 

 This is our glorious season in the realm of na-

ture as well as liturgically.  The mountains are still 

crisp with their snow-capped peaks, the grass is 

growing and green, and the wildflowers are gracing 

everything with their ethereal beauty.  The dramatic 

scenes from April showers, with the contrast of 

sunlight and shadows, are awesome.  If you feel 

drawn to a silent, solitary, contemplative retreat, treat 

yourself to this spiritual oasis which is Marymount 

Hermitage.  You can e-mail me about possible dates 

and download an application from the RETREAT 

section of this website. 

 Please include in your prayers the repose of 

the souls of three friends who died recently: 

Jack Minor from Boise, ID 

Jim Formeller from Boise, ID 

Michael McPheters from West Chicago, IL 

Today is the first death anniversary of the man who 

gave us our property, Jim Ball.  God bless you all! 

Sister Mary Beverly in front of the sculpture in the lobby of the Guest House at the Our Lady of 

Guadalupe Trappist Abbey in Carlton, Oregon.  During my retreat here this year during Holy 

Week, I studied the ancient document which we will use for our Nazareth Retreat in May and 

worked on my talks.  May Mary, our good Mother, help us with her prayers that we might be 

more like her Son Jesus.  St. Juan Diego, pray for us. 


